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barian practice Tanon admits the evidence slight. He is, indeed, able to 
cite instances of its use, and one was in a case of theft; but the thief 
had stolen the treasure of a church, and the bishop had turned him 
over to the lay judge to be tortured. And how, asks Tanon, could 
secular justice have ceased to use this means of conviction, when it had 
never ceased to be in use in ecclesiastical courts — though forbidden by 
the canon law? But of this use, though Tanon devotes pages to its 
demonstration, our author makes no mention. 

George L. Burr. 

Records of the Social and Economic History of England and Wales. 
Volume IV. A Terrier of Fleet, Lincolnshire, edited by Miss N. 
Neilson, Ph.D., Mt. Holyoke College; An Eleventh-Century 
Inquisition of St. Augustine's, Canterbury, by the late Adolphus 
Ballard. (London: Published for the British Academy by 
Humphrey Milf ord, Oxford University Press. T920. Pp. lxxxv, 
214; xxvii, 33. $945-) 

The terrier of Fleet displays with exceptional fullness the economic 
organization of a Lincolnshire manor in the early years of the fourteenth 
century. It contains a survey of the tenements classified according to 
the nature of the tenure; another survey of them as they were located 
geographically; a rental; summary statement of special rents, services, 
or customs, such as the fees due from the salt-works on the manor; a 
number of charters, including two papal letters not listed by Potthast; 
records of judicial proceedings; and miscellaneous memoranda of the 
kind apt to find its way into cartularies of the period. The record is sup- 
plemented by documents illustrative of the type of manorial economy 
found in Fleet. These come from such diverse sources as the plea rolls, 
the ministers' accounts of the Duchy of Lancaster, the chancery mis- 
cellany, and monastic cartularies. 

The text has been edited with great care, so far as the reviewer can 
judge without reference to the original. The reader, however, might 
reasonably expect from the editor more critical apparatus. Dates are 
generally left without identification, and the dates of some documents 
cannot be established without reference to manuscript sources. Ex- 
tracts from the Cottonian manuscript Claudius C. xi, for example, are 
printed without indication of the date (pp. 168-170), though it is clear in 
the original that they form part of an inquisition made in 1277. 

The manor of Fleet was located in the fen country, where the physical 
characteristics of the land produced peculiarities in the manorial organ- 
ization. Miss Neilson's introduction is in large part a study of these 
exceptional aspects of manorial life. In two chapters she describes the 
customs which governed the common use of the different fens by the 
adjacent vills, giving her attention mainly to rights of pasture and 
turbary and to duties of maintaining dikes and drains. Her evidence, 
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which is drawn almost entirely from manuscript sources, displays the 
system when the lords of manors possessed the wastes in legal theory; 
but the men of the vills still had rights which point to a " non-seignorial 
origin of the custom of intercommoning ". In the third chapter she 
deals with the economic arrangements in Fleet and neighboring vills, 
treating the topography of the manor, the status of the tenants, among 
whom were freemen, molemen, werkmen, and Mondaymen, the condi- 
tion of the demesne, the salt-works, and the customs with regard to 
assarts. A map of the manor and a map displaying the vills of the fen 
district as they were grouped for the purpose of intercommoning are 
nearly indispensable adjuncts of the treatise, though the latter is ren- 
dered difficult of use by the failure to distinguish rivers graphically from 
roads and dikes. 

The work is a valuable addition to our knowledge of manorial econ- 
omy in general. For the study of local conditions in the fen country it is 
of fundamental importance. 

The inquisition of St. Augustine's is found in the cartulary of the 
monastery now preserved in the Public Record Office. Mr. Ballard 
edited it in parallel columns with extracts from the Exchequer Domes- 
day. It is entitled Exce(r)pta de compoto solingorum comitatus cancie 
secundum cartam regis videlicet ea quae ad ecclesiam sancti Augustini 
pertinent et est in regis domesday (p. iii), and evidently bears some rela- 
tion to Domesday Book. Both give the same information on many 
particulars, but one is not a copy of the other, and each contains some 
material not to be found in the other. The excerpts give some informa- 
tion, lacking in Domesday, which, in the opinion of the editor, indicates 
a greater local familiarity with the whole of east Kent than any one 
person was likely to have possessed. He argued, therefore, that the 
compotus of the sulungs, from which the Excerpts were taken, was not 
the work of one man, but was the returns from the hundreds from 
which Domesday Book was compiled. In other words the Excerpts have 
the same relation to Domesday Book as the Cambridge and Ely inquests. 
Another document known as the Domesday Monachorum, which is 
among the muniments of the dean and chapter of Canterbury, is similar 
in character to the Excerpts, but relates in the main to other estates. In 
the small portions where the two documents cover the same ground, 
the statistics from the three sources are printed in parallel columns. The 
significance of the new material is thoroughly explained in the introduc- 
tion. Its chief value is the additional aid given to the interpretation of 
the Exchequer Domesday by the additions to and the variations from 
that text. 

W. E. Lunt. 



